In previous papers (Dunham and Rake, 1948; Rake, 1948) 
In previous papers (Dunham and Rake, 1948;  Rake, 1948) it has been pointed out that a certain percentage (14 per cent) of sera from individuals with chronic superficial nonspecific ulceration (decubitus or varicose) show positive and apparently specific complement fixation with antigen prepared from Donovania granulomatis, the etiological agent of granuloma inguinale. It has also been shown (Rake, 1948) that sera from individuals with granuloma inguinale show positive and apparently specific complement fixation with antigen prepared from Klebsiella pneumoniae in the same manner as that used for preparation of the antigen from D. granulomatis. It was suggested at that time that the results indicated antigenic relationship of the new genus Dornovania to Klebsiella, and further exploration of possible relationships within the tribe Eschericheae was promised (Rake, 1948) . The apparent false positive complement-fixation reactions in individuals with chronic ulceration were thought to depend on secondary infection of their wounds with organisms showing such antigenic relationships (Rake, 1948) . In the present paper results are presented with antigens prepared from Klebsiella rhinoscleromatis, Escherichia coli, and Aerobacter aerogenes, and tested in the complement-fixation test along with antigens from D. granulomatis and K. pneumoniae.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Preparation of the antigens from D. granulomatis and K. pneumoniae have been described elsewhere, as has the technique of the complement-fixation test employed (Dunham and Rake, 1948; Rake, 1948) . The antigens from K. rhinoscleromatis, E. coli, and A. aerogenes were prepared from the sedimented bacterial bodies in the manner described for antigen FB obtained from K. pneumoniae as described elsewhere (Rake, 1948) . They were used in the test at a dilution of 1:4, at which dilution they were not anticomplementary. For the antigen of K. rhinoscleromatis, strain 3 obtained through the courtesy of Dr. E. Hoyt, College of Medical Evangelists, Los Angeles, was used; for the antigen of E. coli, strain 56 from our own collection was used; for the antigen of A. aerogenes, strain 884 of the American Type Culture Collection was used. In all cases the organisms were grown on beef heart agar prepared as outlined elsewhere (Rake and Oskay, 1948) . All antigens were heated in a water bath at 56 C for 1 hour before use. The sera were mostly from cases of granuloma inguinale, other venereal diseases, or chronic superficial ulceration (Dunham and Rake, 1948; Rake, 1948 (table 2) . It will be seen that in two cases there was a negative reaction with K. rhinoscleromatis antigen and in one with K. pneumoniae antigen. These negative reactions were out of line in that antigens, which in the over-all picture showed less positive correlation, were positive in these three cases.
DISCUSSION
The results of further serological tests presented here demonstrate an antigenic relationship of D. granulomati8 to several members of the tribe E8chericheae and support the suggestion made elsewhere (Rake, 1948 ) that D. granulomat8 should be included in this tribe. If one accepts the degree of correlation in the positive sera as a further indication of the closeness of such relationship, D. granulomati8 is closest to Klebsiella, of the three genera tested, and is particularly close to K. rhinoscleromatis (the presumed etiological agent of rhinoscleroma). The latter fact is of the greatest interest when one recalls the similarities in the etiological problems in the two diseases (Rake, 1948 ). Other investigators have described common antigens for K. pneumonuae and K. rhinoscleromati8 (Morris and Julianelle, 1934; Gastings and Snijders, 1936) . We have pointed out elsewhere the morphological similarities between D. granulomatis and K. pneumoniae as revealed by the electron microscope (Rake and Oskay, 1948 
